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The “Digital Earth” as a Global Strateqy and Its Master Point

CHEN ShuPeng
(Institute of Remote Sensing Application, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract

(1) The strateqgy of the Digital Earth

While it could be a thought for global strategy » it could also be a sword of Damocles for it not only involves knowl-
edge property s international collaboration, data sharing and so on, it serves international trade, economic development ,
remote education as well . Additionally, it has influence on national security, governmental rights and ethnic dignity -

(2) The basic policy of China

For developing countries: the Digital Earth Strategy is more like a challenge than an opportunity - While China in-
sists its opening policy: it also needs to enhance its ability to compete in a global context, forming its own independent
and integrative framework in data acquisition, updating, storing, circulation and mining- There exit needs to distinguish
the domestic needs from international exchange: and national informationalization from countermeasures to the Digital
Earth strategy - These should be no mixture of concepts and identical actions- China throws special attention on the Digital
Earth strateqy for the world peace and Regional sustainable -

(3) The starting point in science and technology

Since countries are not starting at the some place, China must rely on its advantage and avoid its inferior position in
developing science and technology to take the master point- In the Agenda 21", Chinese government introduced more
than 40 projects involving information systems ; and Chinese scientists also foresaw the digital trend in geo-science and its
prospects in serving the society therefore have been taken part in much cooperation in global researches context -

In 21* century . the Digital Earth strategy should not be the arms of hegemony instead it should improve the pros-
perity of human society in following areas: (1)specialization of small satellite; (2) database update through satellite in-
formation and data sharing: (3) content of chlorophyll and assessment of primary productivity ; (4) themmal field of earth
surface and monitoring on radio temperature; (9) spectral difference of geo-chemical landscape- It can help solve some
environmental problems brought by the global change: and help reallocate resources in achieving sustainable develop-
ment -

Key words Digital Earth, Policy of China. Starting point -



